THE BEGINNINGS OF POLAND
turned it to advantage. Acknowledging no suzerainty
but that of the Pope, he liberated Poland from German
influence and intervention; achieved, by force or
strategy, the designs of his father; strengthened the
defences of his country and her relations with Rome ;
acted as mediator in important questions affecting the
Russians and Bohemians; extended his power and
influence even to the Court of the Emperor and the
kingdom of Hungary ; and finally (and first among die
early rulers of Poland) crowned himself king, and peer
of the sovereigns of Europe. Such ambition and such
a career, even for those days of royal adventurers and
peasants made kings, had no parallel in the history of
contemporary Europe.
With two consecutive rulers of the calibre of Mieszko
and Bolcslaw, therefore, Poland was ably equipped for
her early struggles for separate nationality. As we have
seen, the elder man appears first in history in 963. As
the result of his defeat at the hands of Count Wichman
and the Margrave Gcro, Mieszko was forced for some
time to recognize the suzerainty of the Emperor in
respect of the lands between Germany and the river
Warta. In 966, however, he formed the powerful
alliance already mentioned by his marriage with Dom-
browka, a princess of Bohemia, and his baptism in the
Christian faith took place shortly afterwards. Only a
few years later he founded die first Polish bishopric at
Poznan, under the authority of the Archbishop of
Magdeburg. The monk Jordan became the first Polish
bishop.
From this time Poland exercised a potent influence
both in the external and the internal politics of Germany,
more particularly after the hostilities of the period 967-
972, in which her excellent military organization proved
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